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CIRDAP's e-News 
                                                                                                                              November-December 2014 

 
 

Regional Knowledge Sharing on Supply Chain and Marketing of Agriculture Products  
 

CIRDAP conducted a Regional 
knowledge Sharing Programme 
entitled “Supply Chain and 
Marketing of Agriculture 
Products” from 18 -19 December 
2014 in Yezin Agricultural 
University, Nay Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar in collaboration with 
Department of Agriculture 
Planning (DAP - CIRDAP’s Link 
Institution) and Yezin Agriculture 
University under Ministry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation, 
Myanmar.  

 
The chief guest of inauguration session Dr. Myo Kywe, Rector, Yezin Agricultural University thanked 
CIRDAP for bringing pool of regional experts/resource persons on value chain and marketing of 
agricultural products. He also briefed about Yezin Agricultural University and emphasised on the 
Research and Development (R&D) where CIRDAP may join with other development partners. In the 
inaugural session, Mr. Hossein Shahbaz, Director, Pilot Projects Division, CIRDAP expressed his 
gratitude to DAP and Yezin University for cooperating CIRDAP, and briefed about the programme..  
 
  Concluding remarks at the programme was made by Dr. Ye Tint Tun, Director General, Department 
of Agricultural Research (DAR), Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, Myanmar.  DG, DAR opined that 
value chain requires some environment friendly policy from government. He also emphasised on the 
synchronisation between policy and supply chain. He thanked the organisers like DAP, Yezin 
Agricultural University and specially CIRDAP to bring regional knowledge sharing on Supply Chain 
and Marketing of Agriculture Products. 
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International Training on Renewable Energy: Biogas for Community Development 
 

In view of the successful biogas energy 
development in many areas spread out in 
Indonesia, the Government of Indonesia (Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Energy & Mineral 
Resources) in cooperation with the Non-Aligned 
Movement Centre for South-South Technical 
Cooperation (NAM CSSTC) and Centre on 
Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the 
Pacific (CIRDAP) jointly conducted an International 
Training  Programme on Renewable Energy: 
Biogas Energy for Community Development. The 
training was conducted at Yogyakarta, Indonesia 
from 24 to 28 November 2014.The training 
programme was participated by sixteen participants 

from nine countries, namely, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Philippines, South 
Africa, Thailand and Vietnam.   

 
 Exclusive Value Chain of Agriculture Crops 

The Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia 
and the Pacific (CIRDAP) had signed a MoU 
(Memorandum of Understanding) with Southeast 
Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and 
Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) on 2 July, 2014. 
CIRDAP, participated in the 2nd International 
Conference on Agricultural and Rural Development in 
Southeast Asia: Strengthening Resilience, Equity and 
Integration in ASEAN Food and Agriculture Systems 
from 12-13 November 2014, held in Manila, 
Philippines. With 22 partner-session conveners and 
more than 65 thought leaders and experts from 
Southeast ,South Asia and outside of the region 

engaged professionally in the conference  who made presentations too. The Conference featured plenary 
sessions, thematic parallel sessions, side events, exhibits, field visits, and panel discussions. A total around 
400 participants from a wide range of relevant stakeholders  from public, private/INGOs and research 
institutions including ARD experts from CIRDAP Member Courtiers  and beyond. 
 
 In this International conference, CIRDAP conducted a parallel session on "Exclusive Value Chain of 
Agriculture Crops" on 13 November 2014. This conference aims to provide a venue for sharing the wide 
and diverse knowledge pool on ARD that exists within and beyond the Southeast, region. 
 
CIRDAP – NIRD Collaborative International Training Programme on “Results Based Management: 
Performance  Indicators, Monitoring and Evaluation with Special Focus on Rural Wage Employment 
Programme” 
 
The Training programme on Rural Wage Employment Director General of the National Institute of Rural 
Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRD&PR) Dr. M.V. Rao, IAS, mentioned that MGNREGA is India’s 
flagship rural development programme which is considered as one of the biggest programme in the world in 
terms of outlay, beneficiaries and reach of the programme.  Though the programme has designed to meet 
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the requirements of the 
unemployment situation of 
rural areas of India, the 
feature, implementation and 
impact of the programme have 
several learnings for other 
CIRDAP Member Countries 
(CMCs.).  India is eager to 
share experiences with the 
other member countries and 
also learn from the 
experiences of best practices 
of other CMCs.  This training 
programme provided an 
opportunity for cross learning 
on the important issues of rural 
employment which is a huge 

problem in many Asian countries. Nineteen participants  from Bangladesh, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Vietnam participated the training programme.  
 
2nd General Assembly Meeting of the Local Governance Initiative and Network held in Nepal 
 

DG, CIRDAP and Dr Vasanthi Rajendran  
participated in the Second General Assembly of  
Local Governance Initiative and Network – LOGIN 
held during 2-4 December 2014 at Kathmandu, 
Nepal.  The purpose of the participation in the 
programme was to understand the LOGIN 
Network and see how it has worked during the last 
two years since it was created, in order to 
replicate such a Network for Local Government 
Training Institutions in CIRDAP Member countries 
and also discuss and finalise collaboration with 
SDC/LOGIN to create a network of 
decentralization and local governance in the 
CIRDAP Member Countries (CMCs). 

   
Meeting the Secretary, Ministry of Federal Affairs and Local Development, Government of Nepal 

 
DG and DICD had appointment with Dr. Som Lal 
Subedi, Secretary, Ministry of Federal Affairs and Local 
Development, Government of Nepal and appraised him 
the activities of CIRDAP and the forthcoming EC and 
GC meetings in Fiji.  DG requested the Secretary to 
attend the meetings.  Dr. Subedi requested DG to 
arrange for small group meetings of countries which 
have common issues of local government, 
decentralization issues like functional transfer to local 
governments. 
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Meeting the Executive Director and Faculty of LDTA 
 

DG and DT a.i had a meeting with LDTA officials.  During 
the meeting it was informed to Mr. Jaya Krishna 
Shrestha, Director Training of LDTA that CIRDAP plans 
to organize orientation programme on ICT based Rural 
Women Entrepreneurship in Nepal for the benefit of 
women and rural communities of Nepal.  The proposal 
has already submitted to LDTA and it is awaiting the 
approval of the new ED, LDTA, who is likely to join 
shortly. 
  

 

 
Seminar at CIRDAP on Youth in Agriculture and Volunteerism in Bangladesh 
 

CIRDAP and Bangladesh Youth Forum (BYF) 
jointly organized a half day  seminar on Youth in 
Agriculture and Volunteerism in Bangladesh  
on 15 December 2015 at CIRDAP International 
Conference Center with the gracious presence of 
Honorable Speaker of the Bangladesh 
Parliament Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, 
Deputy Minister for Youth and Sports Mr. Arif 
Khan Joy, Managing Director of PKSF Mr. Abdul 
Karim, Canadian High Commissioner (In charge) 
Mr. Brian Allemekinders and Dr. Cecep Effendi, 
Director General, CIRDAP. The speakers 
emphasized that concerted effort is needed to 

encourage rural youth to engage in agriculture. Currently around the world rapid urbanisation has led to a 
decline in rural populations and for the first time ever the majority of the world’s population lives in a city. 
The UN World Health Organization predicts that “by 2030, 6 out of every 10 people will live in a city, and by 
2050, this proportion will increase to 7 out of 10 people”. With this predicted concentration of the global 
population in urban areas it is easier to understand why the number of young farmers is in decline. Two 
parliamentary sessions and four strategic sessions attending by youths of 65 Districts and 50  universities 
of the country were attended and prepared a youth action plan that the forum will implement in the next 
year. 
 
Seminar on SME Development: Role of an Effective SME Association  

 

CIRDAP, Bangladesh Bank, BIBM, DCCI, IDEB, RDA 
(Bogra), BWCCI, BASIC Bank Limited & IDLC Finance 
Limited have organized a day-long  Seminar on “SME 
Development: Role of an effective SME Association” 
on 22nd November, Saturday, 2014 at Institute of 
Diploma Engineers, Bangladesh (IDEB), 
Kakrail,  Dhaka. Mr. Rajive Chawla, Chairman, 
IamSME of India elivered keynote speech in the 
seminar. Dr. Atiur Rahman, Governor, Bangladesh 
Bank was present as Chief Guest and Special Guest 
was Kazi Akram Uddin Ahmed, President, FBCCI. The 

Seminar was Chaired by Mr. AKMA Hamid, President,  IDEB. 
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International Conference on Responsible Business Conduct in Poverty Alleviation & Financial 
Inclusion through Green Banking and CSR 

CIRDAP as a co-organizer cooperated Social 
Responsibility Asia (SR Asia) to organize an International 
Conference on “Responsible Business Conduct in Poverty 
Alleviation & Financial Inclusion through Green Banking & 
CSR” on 29th-30th November, 2014 at the Bangladesh Bank 
Training Academy (BBTA) in Dhaka, a press release said 
Sunday. Other partners included GIZ, Dhaka University, 
BGCCI, IOM, Concern Worldwide, Citycell and Premier 
Bank. Bangladesh Bank, Ministry of Labour & Employment, 
Japan Embassy in Bangladesh and IBCCI also supported 
the initiative. 

 
More than 20 experts from different organizations and countries contributed in the conference by making 
presentations on different themes. Two of the presenters made presentations from CIRDAP member 
countries Thailand and Sri Lanka like Dr. Somporn Hanpongpandh, Consultant to ADB and Integrated 
Rural Development (IRD) expert to CIRDAP, Dr. Algodage Saman Priyashantha, Executive Director- Lanka 
jathika Sarvodaya Shramadana Sangamaya (inc). The government has been urged to take measures to 
compel all the sectors beyond banks and financial institutions to take part in the activities as a corporate 
social responsibility (CSR). 
 
Exposure Visit for High officials of Government of Bangladesh 

CIRDAP arranged an exposure visit programme for two 
high officials of Bangladesh during 3-8 November 2014 
to visit Indonesia. Engineer Md Kabir Ahmed Bhuiyan 
and Engineer Md Ahsanul Khan as Chief Engineer and 
Chief Architect respectively of Public Work Department 
(PWD) under Ministry of Housing and Public Works, 
Government of Bangladesh, participated in this visit. 
The purpose of the visit was to see and get acquainted 
about the renovation of old Jakarta and also to see the 
tourism infrastructure in Bali Island run by central and 
local government.  Meanwhile, the team also visited 
some projects on beautification of Jakarta like as road 

infrastructure for smooth running of traffic, greenery buildings and drainage system. The project of 
renovation is under local government/ municipality. The visiting team could understand the process of 
renovation and steps for bidding under local government. It should be noted here that In Jakarta, local 
government is an elected body, which called city mayor. It is mandated to do the process of maintenance, 
renovation of old building, construction, parks, greenery of Capital, Drainage and beautification of the 
capital city.  
 
Exposure to Agro-Processing SME  
Mr. Hossein Shahabaz, Director Pilot Projects Division, CIRDAP also made a visit (14 November 2014) to 
Cirque de Noel Bazaar event that was organized by private sector from November 14-30, 2014 at the 
World Trade Center,  Manila, Philippines. Two batches of Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries Organizations 
[ARBOs,] which constitute farmers’ cooperatives and women’s associations, have partially participated in 
the said event. Fair deals with Agro-Processing SME, coordinated by Department of Agrarian Reform 
(DAR), which is the Link Institution of CIRDAP in Philippines. DAR has innovated some ‘Agro Processing 
SMEs’ from the Village Level Processing Center Enhancement Project [VLPCEP]. This agro-processing 



6 
 

products include snacks like coffee from rice, chips from 
squash, dry fruits etc. A private specialized company 
‘UMIC International Inc.’ has taken the responsibility for 
marketing these concepts and products innovations by 
DAR. Engaging the UMIC international, Inc., who assisted 
in developing a distinct logo for their products parallel with 
the customized capacity building activities that will 
improve their food processing skills, financial 
management, sustainable crop production and therefore 
enabling them achieve quality products.  
 

 
Strengthening Local Government Institutions (LGI) for Disability Inclusion: from Practice to Policy 
Advocacy 
 

 There was a HLP (Horizontal Learning Program) 
Thematic workshop entitled "Strengthening Local 
Government Institutions (LGIs) for Disability Inclusion: 
From Practice to Policy Advocacy" at CIRDAP on 20 
November 2014.  Principal objective of workshop was to 
share experiences of Union Parishad Chairmen on 
replications of their good practices on disability inclusion 
approaches and its potential policy implications in lowest 
local government system in Bangladesh. Relevant 
Bangladesh Government Departments like Local 
Government Division (LGD), Rural Development Board 
(BRDB), and Department of Social Services (DSS) 

attended as policy advocacy players. CIRDAP as partner of programme and other development partners 
like WSP, SDC, NGO Forum, CDD (an NGO works for disable people)  and some other members of HLP 
Group  and Chairmen of Union Parisahad’s were actively participated at this thematic workshop.  
 
Chairmen of Union Parisahad’ shared their good practices relevant with supporting disabled people and 
facilitating their engagement in process of development and also local government. Disabled participants 
raised their requirements from the local government especially from Union Parishad Chairmen. Also they 
discussed about other relevant issues like awareness, publicity, budget, taxation and improving services 
and accessibility of the disable persons’ inclusion by different stakeholders including local government.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Experience Sharing Programme on Exposure Visit of Dhaka University and Daffodil International University Students 

to RGNIYD, India on 20 November 2014 at CIRDAP. 
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Training on Creative Computing and Internet Usages Tips at CIRDAP ICT Center 
 

A 2-days long training course titled “Creative Computing and Internet Tips for Executives” ogranised 
collaboratively by CIRDAP, ISSChE and for Sustainable Development Limited (SSDL). The training showed 
participants how to turn common software into their most impressive productivity partner in their daily life. 
They had learnt many useful tips to help their everyday works faster, smarter, savvier and eventually 
creative than ever before! This training gave give them strong fundamentals to build on. Participants also 
learnt how to use data and produce documents that communicate better and really get attention. They 
discovered useful tips by professionals for brilliant, distinctive output every time, on every document. This 
course taken them straight into a simple set of efficiency rules that will lead them towards ICT excellence. 
This course increased the productivity among executives of NGOs and Government Agencies. 
 

New Staff at CIRDAP 
 
Mr. Mohammad Abu Saleh Siddique a post graduate from Dept. of Mass 
Communication and Journalism from University of Dhaka and joined at CIRDAP in 
November 2014 as Publication Assistant. He previously worked for Ahsanullah 
University of Science and Technology, the Daily Amader Shomoy, Weekly Magazine 
the Shaptahik 2000, BCDJC.   
  
 

Presentation on Community Radio 
Ms. Smriti Biswas, a graduate from Department of International Relations, 
University of Dhaka is serving as in intern in CIRDAP for the duration of four 
months. She has conducted a desk research on “Role of Community Radio in 
Rural Development: Cases from Member Countries of CIRDAP” during her 
internship period and submitted a report as required.  
 

                                                                                         New Publication 
 
                                                           CDD-137 (September 2014) has been published 

 
 

Forthcoming Programmes 
• Inidan Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) fellowships for 2015-16 to CIRDAP Member 

Countries (CMCs), December 2014.  
• CIRDAP – NIRD Collaborative International Training Programme on “Sustainable Rural Livelihoods”, 5-

14 January 2015, NIRD. 
• Training-cum-Exposure Visit on Micro-Finance in Bangladesh for Indian Officials Sponsored by BIRD, 

Lucknow, India, CIRDAP, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 17-23 January 2015. 
• CIRDAP – NIRD Collaborative International Training Programme on Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) Application for Rural Development, 9-18 March, 2014, NIRD, Hyderabad. 
 
For further details please contact: 

Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran 
Director, ICD, CIRDAP 
E-mail: vasanthi@cirdap.org 

 
CIRDAP. Chameli House, 17 Topkhana Road, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh. 

web: www.cirdap.org, www.inford.org 
 


