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CIRDAP and SAARC Sign MOU to Foster Rural Development in the Region 
 

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Centre on Integrated Rural 

Development for Asia and the Pacific (CIRDAP) signed a Memorandum of Understanding to foster 

collaboration between two organisations in mutually agreed areas. 

SAARC Secretary General Mr. Arjun B Thapa and CIRDAP Director General Dr. Cecep Effendi inked the 

MoU at the SAARC Secretariat in Kathmandu on 02 December 2015. 

 

The new MoU stands to open up a vista of opportunities for both the organisations to complement each 

other’s efforts in rural development and implement joint projects. Prospective areas of cooperation outlined 

in the MoU include: rural development and women empowerment through agro-processing, promoting 

inter-regional trade in agricultural products, adopting techniques of climate smart agriculture, generating 

user friendly database on rural statistics, establishing a virtual and multi-stakeholder supported Rural 

Development Information System (RDIS), formulating and implementing strategic Action Plan for rural 

development in the region and adopting an Integrated Rural Development Policy for South Asia. 
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Professor Dr. Swaminathan’s Lecture in Commemoration of 31st SAARC Charter Day 

 

SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC) in association with CIRDAP, FAO, IRRI and CIMMYT organised a 

progremme to celebrate the "31st SAARC Charter Day and International Year of Soils 2015" at 

Bangladesh Agriculture Research Council in Dhaka on 8 December 2016, where Professor Dr. MS 

Swaminathan delivered a keynote lecture. He said though the SAARC region is experiencing satisfactory 

economic growth, hunger and malnutrition, particularly among women and children are widespread. 

Nutrition is fundamental for providing human beings with opportunities for a productive and healthy life 

and the SAARC region should show the way by integrating agriculture with nutrition and health, he added. 

Mrs. Matia Chowdhury, Agriculture Minister of 

Government of Bangladesh, said that 

Bangladesh government is open to agricultural 

innovation, but is also cautious whether they 

might harm the environment. In his presentation, 

FAO Representative in Bangladesh Mr. Mike 

Robson said Bangladesh has made good progress 

in food security but it is slowing down. 

 

In technical session, four professionals presented 

their papers on 'Remediation and adaptation for 

sustainable land use, Carbon sequestration and 

climate change, Soil resources of Bangladesh - 

Potentials and challenges, and Soil organic matter dynamics and modelling sustainable soil environment'. 

From CIRDAP, Dr. Ibrahim Md. Saiyed, Director Research (Acting) presented a paper on 'Soil organic 

matter dynamics and modelling sustainable soil environment'. 

 

Financial Inclusion Initiative Mainstreaming Interest-Free Microfinance: Zero-Carbon Footprints-

Rickshaw Pullers Innovation Challenge to Poverty Eradication 

 

A team from Pilot Projects Division 

led by Dr. Cecep Effendi, Director 

General of CIRDAP met Mr. Md. 

Shafiqual Haque Choudhury, Founder 

and President, ASA on 22 December 

2015, where senior officials of ASA 

were also present in the meeting. ASA 

is one of the leading Microfinance 

Institutions in Bangladesh that 

expanded its operations at the 

international level. 

 

Dr. Effendi expressed his admiration 

to ASA and its staff members for 

significant contribution to poverty 

alleviation and education. He said 

ASA Model can be replicated in the CIRDAP, SAARC and ASEAN member countries. ASA also 

expressed its willingness to collaborate with CIRDAP on the proposed pilot project titled "Financial 

Inclusion Initiative Mainstreaming Interest-Free Microfinance: Zero-Carbon Footprints-Rickshaw 

Pullers Innovation Challenge to Poverty Eradication" in Keraniganj and Savar, Dhaka as initial areas of 

operation for the project. 

 

In the meeting, it was agreed that CIRDAP, IPA and ASA will discuss further about the initiative to 

prepare the project concept describing methodology and institutional arrangements. IPA was tasked to 

prepare the project proposal which will be shared to ASA. 
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Meeting with Senior Officials of IBBL 

 

A team comprising of Ms. Eva Benita A. Tuzon, 

Director, PPD, Mr. David Hilton, Assistant Programme 

Officer, CIRDAP, Mr. Mohammad Ashraful Haque, 

Acting Country Director, IPA and Research Associate of 

IPA met Mr. Md. Siddiqur Rahman, Executive Vice 

President and Head of Research and Development 

Division, Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd. (IBBL) at Head 

Office of IBBL in Dilkusha, Dhaka. 

 

IBBL expressed their willingness to build partnership 

with IPA and CIRDAP on the proposed pilot project, subject to further discussion with top management 

and departments of the bank. 

 

CIRDAP- NIRD&PR Collaborative International Training Programme on Local Governance and 

Delivery of Services Held in India 
 

CIRDAP in collaboration with the National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj 

(NIRD&PR) and Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KlLA) organised an International Training 

Programme on 'Local Governance and Delivery of Services' from 29 November to 08 December 2015 at 

NIRD&PR, Hyderabad, India. The programme was funded by the Ministry of Rural Development, 

Government of India. 
 

The training programme was attended by 17 participants from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Fiji, India, Lao 

PDR, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Vietnam. There were renowned resource persons from Indonesia 

and India who delivered lectures to the participants in the training programme.  

 A snapshot of the training programme 
 

The field visit part of the training programme was held at Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA) 

where participants gained hands on experience and ground realities on local governance. The participants 

were exposed to three-tier system of local governance in Kerala State of India. 

 

The valedictory session of the training programme was presided over by Mr. S.M. Viyayanand, IAS, 

Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India. Dr. Cecep Effendi, Director General, CIRDAP 

also attended the valedictory session and spoke to the participants. DG, CIRDAP thanked the Ministry of 

Rural Development, Government of India to provide financial support to organise this training programme 

which is very important for the Member Countries of CIRDAP. Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director a.i., 

Training Division, CIRDAP and Dr. Bhaskar Rao, Associate Professor (CPR), NIRD&PR coordinated the 

programme. The participants shared their experience leant from the training programme. They were very 

happy to participate in this training programme as the training programme was very helpful for them to serve 

the grass-roots level local governments in their respective countries. In the valedictory session the 

participants were awarded with certificate. 
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OECD Korea Policy Centre Delegation Visits CIRDAP 

 

A delegation from OECD KOREA Policy centre led by Mr. Kong Bumsuk, Director of Public Governance 

Programme, visited CIRDAP headquarters in Dhaka on 17-19 December, 2015 to discuss possible 

partnership between CIRDAP and OECD Korea Policy Centre.  

 

After paying a courtesy call to Director General of CIRDAP, the delegation attended a Focus Group 

Discussion on possible ways of integrating Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) with the action plans 

of CIRDAP.  

 

In his remark, Dr. Cecep Effendi, Director General of CIRDAP, warmly welcomed the delegation and 

highlighted the importance of building regional partnership to address the emerging global challenges. He 

proposed the delegates possible ways of sharing action programmes and collaborative effort to disseminate 

knowledge and information among the countries of Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Mr. Kong Bumsuk, Director of Public Governance programme, OECD KOREA Policy Centre, said that 

meeting outcome will strengthen cooperation between the two organisations accelerating the process of 

socio-economic development in the Asia-Pacific region. He highly appreciated CIRDAP’s effort in rural 

development in the region saying that his organisation would like to further contribute in building regional 

partnership among countries of Asia-Pacific Region. Ms. Kyung Ae Lim, Research Officer of Public 

Governance, OECD KOREA Policy Centre, said the exchange of experience and expertise will help both 

organisations as they share similar goals and objectives.  

 

Mentioning Korea’s huge success in promotion of ICT for development, Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director, 

Information and Communication Division of CIRDAP, requested the delegation to share knowledge and 

practices of Korea’s ICT sector to foster rural development in CIRDAP member countries and to 

disseminate Korean Rural Development Model ‘Saemaul Undong’ to CIRDAP member countries. Ms. Eva 

Benita A. Tuzon, Director, Pilot Projects Division, Dr. Ibrahim Md. Saiyed, Acting Director, Research 

Division, and other officials of CIRDAP were present at the policy discussions. 

 

The collaboration between two organisations is expected to open up a vista of opportunities for both the 

organisations to complement each other’s efforts in rural development and implement joint projects 

building bridge between East Asia and South-Asia region.  
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Developing a Rural Development Knowledge Repository 

 

Information and Communication Division, 

CIRDAP has taken initiatives to develop a 

cloud based common platform of knowledge 

sharing in the areas of rural development and 

agriculture. As a part of the knowledge 

repository development, digital contents will 

be pooled and collated, particularly audio• 

visual contents will be collected in the focus 

areas of poverty alleviation including 

agriculture, gender and nutrition. Through this 

project, CIRDAP, in collaboration with 

Bangladesh Institute of ICT in Development 

(BIID), will organise a number of trainings 

and workshops to train and engage 

stakeholders; and to ensure maximum use of the knowledge repository. 

 

A preparatory meeting of the project was held in CIRDAP on 27 December 2015 to discuss strategies and 

approaches of the project. Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, Director of ICD, CIRDAP, Md. Shahid Uddin Akbar, 

Chief Executive Officer of BIID, Sumaiya Nour, Programme Manager of BUD and M. H Kawsar Rudro, 

Asst. Information and Communication Officer of CIRDAP attended the meeting. 

 

The project is expected to promote best practices, innovations in different areas of rural development 

emerging on regular basis which often fail to reach the target users on the right time due to effective 

knowledge management. Since the number of mobile phone users is increasing and spreading even in 

the remote rural areas, there is scope for better learning and knowledge sharing facility. 

 

47th Editorial Board Meeting of APJORD 

 

The 47th Editorial Board Meeting of APJORD 

was held on 23December 2015 at the General 

Staff Meeting Room of CIRDAP headquarters. 

Dr. Cecep Effendi, DG, CIRDAP and 

Chairperson of APJORD started the meeting 

welcoming the honourable board members and 

participants, where Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran, 

Director (ICD), CIRDAP and Editor, APJORD 

moderated the meeting. The Editor welcomed 

everyone and thanked the honourable board 

members for their valuable presence and support 

to maintain the quality of APJORD. 

 

The meeting discussed the agenda and a total of 14 articles were reviewed by experts, of these seven were 

approved for publication in APJORD. Dr. Cecep Effendi, Chairperson of APJORD Editorial Board, 

concluded the meeting with a vote of thanks. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
For further details please contact: 
 
Dr. Vasanthi Rajendran 
Director, ICD, CIRDAP 
E-mail: vasanthi@cirdap.org 
 

Meeting in progress 


